T hose of you who watched BBC News on September 3rd saw the issue of presumed consent highlighted. The Society had already had a pro-con debate about presumed consent at the spring meeting in Manchester last May. This was supplemented by a survey of ICS members, both of which confirmed that there is divided opinion about whether this practice for organ donation should be adopted. This is one of several ideas to increase donation rates that we have to think about; the Ministerial Organ Donation Task will look at this, having successfully introduced its 14 recommendations earlier in the year; unfortunately the launch of those recommendations was overshadowed by the Prime Minister' s request that presumed consent be discussed.
While such issues reach media attention, there are many other developments and debates ongoing in Council and its executive. The Industry Membership scheme of the Society now boasts some 40 members; this scheme is a shining example of how clinicians and industry can work well together to the mutual benefit of industry and intensive care medicine.
The Intensive Care Foundation ensures that there is an excellent research programme planned for the next few years and it is concentrating its efforts on ensuring it maximises its fund-raising to ensure that Duncan Young, the Society' s Research Director, and our two Deputy Directors Danny McAuley and Gavin Perkins can be optimistic about the future.
Finally, the success of the Society depends on our members who elect or stand for Council. We are particularly pleased that Mandy Odell has joined Council to ensure that all the members of the Society who are not medical doctors can have a say and get support from the ICS. We are still waiting to be told how we name this section of the Society. Succession planning is key to success. Simon Badouin has joined us and will be eventually taking over the Standards, Safety and Quality committee from Kevin Gunning. Andy Rhodes (President elect of the ESICM) will follow on from Peter Macnaughton as the Chair of the Education and Training Committee, and Max Jonas will take over Manpower from Roop Kishen.
Kevin Gunning, now in his second term, will join the executive and become the Honorary Treasurer and Chair of the Meetings Committee when David Goldhill leaves Council next May.
Remember to register for what promises to be another excellent State of the Art Meeting. I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the meeting in December. This forum is intended to be a discussion forum for clinicians, investigators and trials methodologists to present, review and discuss trial proposals (at various stages of development) in a supportive and encouraging environment. It is hoped that researchers will present blue sky ideas, draft trial protocols and updates on existing applications etc, relating to current or proposed critical care trials for feedback and discussion. In addition to trial proposals, there will also be time to consider trial methodologies and other research topics that would allow sharing of research expertise in the critical care community. The forum will also include updates on current ongoing trials in critical care.
President's report UK Critical Care Trials Forum inaugural meeting
The venture would be broadly based on the Canadian Critical Care Trial Group set-up but will act as a discussion forum only and not have any controlling influence or influence on prioritisation of research in the critical care community in the UK.
The inaugural meeting of the UK Critical Care Trials Forum (UKCCTF) will take place on: Monday 10-Tuesday 11 November, 2008
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh
Registration fees are £30 for the two day event or £70 to include dinner on the Monday evening.
For further details please contact Emma Wood at ICNARC (emma.wood@icnarc.org).
